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The Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office

Has received an application for a patent for
a new and useful invention. The title and
description of the invention are enclosed.
The requirements of law have been com-
plied with, and it has been determined that
a patent on the invention shall be granted
under the law.

Therefore, this

United States Patent

Grants to the person(s) having title to this
patent the right to exclude others from mak-
ing, using, offering for sale, or selling the
invention throughout the United States of
America or importing the invention into the
United States of America, and if the inven-
tion is a process, of the right to exclude oth-
ers from using, offering for sale or selling
throughout the United States of America, or
importing into the United States of
America, products made by that process,
Jor the term set forth in 35 US.C. 154(aj(2)
or (c){1), subject to the payment of mainte-
nance fees as provided by 35 US.C. 41(b).
See the Maintenance Fee Notice on the
inside of the cover.
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METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PROVISION
AND ACQUISITION OF MEDICAL SERVICES
AND PRODAICTS

inventor:  Julian L. Henley. Guilford, CT (US)
Assignee: PriceDoce, Inc., Solana Beach. CA (US)
Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this

patent is extended or adjusted under 33
U.S.C. 154(b) by 2130 days.
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(57 ABSTRACT

Transactional costs associated with providing professional
services are reduced by allowing prospective patients/clients
(bidders} and professional service providers to negotiate
competitively for desired fees for proffered services through
an interactive on-line communications network such as the
Internet. A transaction system server handles online commu-
nications and procedures for conducting anctions for delivery
of proffered services and maintains a registration database of
service providers and bidders. An authentication/qualifier
engine automatically researches and verifies service provider
credentials and background information upon registration of
a service provider with the system. A service feedback inter-
{ace and database are provided for handling online feedback
information and comments from patients/clienis and provid-
ers regarding the complexity and quality of services received
or provided.

33 Claims, 21 Drawing Sheets
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